McGeorge School of Law Commencement by McGeorge School of Law
University of the Pacific 
Scholarly Commons 
University of the Pacific Commencement 
Programs University Archives 
5-21-2016 
McGeorge School of Law Commencement 
McGeorge School of Law 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/commencements 
Recommended Citation 
McGeorge School of Law, "McGeorge School of Law Commencement" (2016). University of the Pacific 
Commencement Programs. 132. 
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/commencements/132 
This Commencement Program is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at Scholarly 
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of the Pacific Commencement Programs by an 
authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons. For more information, please contact mgibney@pacific.edu. 
2:00 p.m.
May 21




UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC
McGEORGE SCHOOL OF LAW
COMMENCEMENT
McGeorge School of Law, University of the Pacific | 2016 Commencement
THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
Standard Bearer
Regents Of The University
President Of The University
Vice Presidents Of The University
Dean Of The School Of Law
Commencement Speaker
Special Guests Of The Commencement
Deans Of The University
President Of The Alumni Association
Faculty Of The School of Law
Candidates For The Degree Master Of Laws
Candidates For The Degree Master Of Science in Law
Candidates for the Degree of Doctor of Juridical Science
Candidates For The Degree Juris Doctor
2
THE PROGRAM
Francis J. Mootz III, Dean — Presiding
 Processional Pomp and Circumstance, Op. 39 No. 1
  By Edward Elgar
 national anthem Cary A. Bricker, Professor
  J. Clark Kelso, Associate Dean
  Thomas J. Leach, Professor
  Jeffrey E. Proske, Professor
  Jarrod Liang Ping Wong, Professor
 invocation The Reverend Laura A. Steed
  Assistant Multifaith Chaplain
  University of the Pacific
 introduction Platform Party
 address Kevin Nagle
  Vice Chairman of the Board & Cofounder
  Envision Pharmaceutical Holdings, Inc.
 remarks Dr. Pamela A. Eibeck, President
  University of the Pacific
 resPonses From the class Ryan James Matthews Day Division 
  Maricar Adefuin Pascual Evening Division
  Henry Ifeadila Okoro LL.M.
 Presentation oF GraduatinG class Francis J. Mootz III, Dean
  McGeorge School of Law, University of the Pacific
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 conFerrinG oF deGrees Dr. Pamela A. Eibeck, President
  University of the Pacific
 Benediction The Reverend Laura A. Steed
  Assistant Multifaith Chaplain
  University of the Pacific
 recessional Grand March from ‘Aida’
  By Giuseppe Verdi





Mr. Nagle is the co-founder and former Chief Executive Officer of Envision 
Pharmaceutical Holdings, Inc, a position he held from its inception before 
voluntarily stepping down in March of 2014.  He served as vice Chairman of the 
Board of Directors until the company was acquired by the Rite Aid Corporation in 
June of 2015 for $2.3 billion. Envision was a privately held company and reached 
nearly $5 billion in revenue in 2014 with very substantial EBITDA year over year 
during his stewardship.  It was one of the five largest prescription benefit managers 
(PBM) nationally and consistently outperformed its competitors in virtually 
every critical metric measured by industry analysts during his tenure as CEO.  
In addition, the company had been recognized for its industry innovation and 
leadership in transparency in the health care marketplace. 
In addition, Mr. Nagle serves as President and sole owner of The Nagle Company, 
Inc., an organization that is engaged in real estate development, shopping malls 
and other investments.  Currently, he is a General Partner of the El Dorado Hills 
Town Center, recognized as one of the most successful developments of its kind in 
Northern California.  He also owns several commercial and residential properties 
in the region.  He also owns 25% of Moneta Venture Capital and resides on their 
Board.
He is also an owner and executive voting member of the Sacramento Kings 
basketball team and was highly instrumental in leading the efforts with Mayor 
Kevin Johnson to retain the team in Sacramento. Mr. Nagle is also majority owner 
of the Sacramento Republic FC, a minor league soccer club who broke every USL 
record including a national championship in its inaugural year (2014).  He is 
leading the ownership group in bringing major league soccer (MLS) to Sacramento.
 
Mr. Nagle spent over 13 years in the pharmaceutical industry with the majority 
in executive management positions in managed care and contracting operations.  
In 1994, he joined Foundation Health Systems now known as Health Net and 
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co-founded its affiliate, Integrated Pharmaceutical Services (IPS), which quickly 
became the nation’s sixth largest Pharmacy Benefits Management (PBM) Company 
by 1998.  He served in several senior level positions. Mr. Nagle left IPS in 1999 and 
co-founded HMN Health Services, Inc., a privately held PBM, as Executive Vice 
President, which was acquired by AdvancePCS (now CVS Caremark) in July of 
2000. 
Mr. Nagle is also a trustee at Saint Mary’s College of California and Chairs the 
Governance Committee as an executive Board Member.  He currently serves 
as a Board Member (Chairman of Finance Committee) of the St. Hope Public 
Schools in Sacramento which was recognized in 2011 as Charter School of the 
Year (PS7). He serves as a consultant to Leavitt Equity Partnership Fund and as a 
Board of Advisor for UC Davis School of Medicine.  He is a Founding Member of 
Greater Sacramento Area Economic Council.  In 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015, the 
Sacramento Business Journal voted him as one of the top Leaders and Executives of 
the Year. In 2016 Nagle was elected to the Long Beach City College Hall of Fame 
and received a California State University Distinguished Alumni award. 
Mr. Nagle has a passion for education reform and healthcare. While supporting 
numerous philanthropic causes, he has been particularly instrumental in major fund 
raising campaigns for the St. Hope Foundation and Cristo Rey Sacramento. 
Mr. Nagle has an A.A. from Long Beach City College, a B.A., in Political Science 
and Speech Communication from California State University, Long Beach and 
an M.A., in Business and Public Administration, from the University of Southern 
California as well as an Executive Management Certificate in Medical Marketing 
from the University of California, Los Angeles, Anderson Graduate School of 
Business.  He resides in El Dorado Hills, California. He has two daughters, Lindsay, 




mcGeorGe school oF law
outstandinG GraduatinG senior awards
Seniors recognized for outstanding scholarship and academic achievement.
mcGeorGe school oF law
outstandinG scholastic achievement awards
Award recognizing overall scholastic accomplishment to two students in each division of 
the graduating class.
mcGeorGe school oF law
outstandinG student achievement awards
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AWARDS
ali-aBa scholarshiP & leadershiP award
Seniors recognized for best representing a combination of scholarship and leadership, 





outstandinG student service award
In recognition of the graduating seniors who have given most significant service 







the university oF the PaciFic law review
The following students constitute Volume 47 of The University of the Pacific Law Review 
and are responsible for its publication. Appointment to The University of the Pacific Law 
Review is one of the highest honors bestowed upon law students.
Amanda C. Kelly Editor-in-Chief
Brandon Christopher Bjerke Chief Legislation Editor
Emily Angela Wieser Chief Managing Editor
Ryan James Matthews Chief Comment Editor
Sarah Sam Kanbar Chief Articles Editor
Kayla L. Thayer Chief Technical Editor
Kayla K. Cox Chief Symposium Editor
Primary Legislation Editors 
Michelle Daniels 
Micah Green
Erika Brier Lewis 
Andrew John Pinasco













Primary Articles & Symposium Editors 
Hillary Shea Hershenow
Andrew John Pinasco
























mcGeorGe Barrister oF the year
William C. Maloney
the order oF Barristers
Seniors elected to the National Honorary Society whose purpose is to encourage 











trial advocate oF the year
Kathryne Elizabeth Baldwin
noël m. Ferris & r. Parker white Prize
For excellence in trial advocacy
Kitty Leann Canales
AWARDS
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aPPellate advocate oF the year
Jenifer Nicole Gee
mock trial comPetition team memBers
trial advocacy Board memBers




































caPital commendation For PuBlic service
The McGeorge Capital Center for Law & Policy recognizes students who work on 
behalf of others in legal or community service as they earn their law degrees.
Extraordinary Commitment
(150 Volunteer Hours)
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GloBal lawyerinG skills
Gls ii teachinG assistants - academic year 2015-16



















class oF 2016 alumni rePresentatives
Anthony J. Crisostomo President
Nicole M. Vera Day Vice President
Jordan Ross Davis Evening Vice President
Bahar Madani Treasurer
Chanel Saidi Secretary
Brittany M. Johnson Representative at Large
Crystal Rae Ortiz Fourth Year Evening Representative
Jessica Natalie Melgar Third Year Day Representative
Courtney L. Masterson Third Year Evening Representative
Derek K. Ulmer Second Year Day Representative
Mary E. Varni Second Year Evening Representative
Keegan Q. Doheney First Year Day Representative
Tyler C. Suard First Year Evening Representative
Emily Angela Wieser ABA Representative
Jessica Natalie Melgar Day Division
Crystal Rae Ortiz Evening Division





















Rachael Trang My Nhan
Abbi Novotny
Janine Parmar








































Mena Arsalai Stacey Marie Westerlund














Rachael Trang My Nhan
Mira Vishnu Patel 
Jennifer Brittney Trotter
Matthew Watanabe




















candidates For the deGree oF master oF laws
transnational Business Practice
Awarded December 16, 2015
Emmanuel Asiriuwa Abiola Adeola Obisesan
candidates For the deGree oF Juris doctor
Awarded December 16, 2015
candidates For the deGree oF master oF laws
transnational Business Practice
Clifford D. Black III 
Raihane Aurélie Dalvi 
Stephen James Guichard *
Nolan Jones 
Natalie A. McCullough *
Miranda Gyrene Megee *
Abbi Novotny 
Janine Parmar 
Andrew John Pinasco *
Alexander Sabbadini 
Jennifer Elisa Schieck 
Maurice Tony Velazco 




Ana Silvia Enriquez Rivera





 † The Order of the Coif  **  With Great Distinction *  With Distinction
CLASS OF 2016
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 † The Order of the Coif  **  With Great Distinction *  With Distinction
candidates For the deGree oF master oF laws





candidates For the deGree oF master oF laws
water resources law – u.s. law track











 † The Order of the Coif  **  With Great Distinction *  With Distinction








Kathryne Elizabeth Baldwin *
Anthony Barajas
Kurt Dwight Bennett
Danielle Brianna Birresborn 
Brandon Christopher Bjerke *
Elizabeth Anne Branch 
Easton M. Broome *
Kitty Leann Canales † **
Jackeline Castro † **
Matthew C. Chapin *
Kayla K. Cox * 
Sean Creadick *
Kyle Creasey
Anthony J. Crisostomo 
Andrew Crouse † **
Patrick Charles Crowl 
Gabrielle Wagner Cutler
Jacqueline J. Danens *
Michelle Daniels † **
Jordan Ross Davis **
Timothy A. Davis 
Christine Marie Dugger *
Rebecca Faljean
Rohollah Sam Fareed 
Sheena J. Farro † **
Sarah Janine Fasig
Patrick Ford † **
Brooke Fries *
Courtney H. Gamez 
Jenifer Nicole Gee **
Amadeu J. Goncalves III
Chase Michael Graves 
Micah Green *
Daniel Griffin *
Raja Abdel Hafed 
Jamal Malik Vann Hartenstein
Catherine Mariah Hawe *
Hillary Shea Hershenow *
Sarah Sam Kanbar 
Amanda C. Kelly **
Alexander Michael Lee *
CLASS OF 2016
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candidates For the deGree oF Juris doctor




Anna Maria Lucido 
Andrea Rebecca Lutge *
Danielle E. Lyons 
Natasha C. Machado *
William C. Maloney *
Jennifer Louise Martin 
Ryan James Matthews † **
Karly Kristina McCrory † **
Alexander James McKay *
Jessica Natalie Melgar *
Rachel Kohlman Miller
Teal Shoshone Kasia Roxanne 
Obenour Miller † **
Shoeb Mohammed 
Kristina Maria Mueller
Gi Jung Nam 
Lauren Janine Ngo
Rachael Trang My Nhan
Keeley Lane Nickelson *
Aaron T. Okazaki
Crystal Rae Ortiz 
Aysha Pal
Maricar Adefuin Pascual *
Mira Vishnu Patel *
Jeishminta Riha Pathak 
Nicholas Perez
Nune Piloshyan
Alisa Leyla Pinarbasi † **
Jenice Nicole Pratt 
Sara Kristene Puricelli 
Anna Michelle Ramirez 
Rahul Ranade **





Amanda Marie Ryan 
Andrés Enrique Salas 
Nickolas Saldivar III
Diana Saunders
Phillip J. Schlein *
Sun Seo 
Hasan Basri Shaik *
 † The Order of the Coif  **  With Great Distinction *  With Distinction
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 † The Order of the Coif  **  With Great Distinction *  With Distinction
Jaclyn M. Shanahan *
Michael Vinton Shepherd † **
Nicole Lynn Silverman
Richard Duane Silvestri **
Amit Singh **
Chelsey Ann Smith *
Samantha Jean Tanner
Navpreet K. Thandi
Kayla L. Thayer *
David Towle † **
Gregory Chandler Treat † **
James Robert Tringham
Jennifer Brittney Trotter
Lauryn Kristyne Tully 
Dao Faa Vang *
Max Vargas
Brett H W Wanner *
James Ward † **
Matthew Watanabe *
Stacey Marie Westerlund 
Emily Angela Wieser † **
Breanna Jean Williams *
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candidates For the deGree oF Juris doctor
Awarded June 10, 2016
candidates For the deGree oF doctor oF Juridical science
international water resources law
Awarded August 7, 2016
candidates For the deGree oF Juris doctor
Awarded August 7, 2016
candidates For the deGree oF master oF science in law
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candidates For the deGree oF Juris doctor












candidates For the deGree oF master oF laws
transnational Business Practice
Awarded December 13, 2016
candidates For the deGree oF master oF laws
international water resources law
Awarded December 13, 2016
candidates For the deGree oF master oF science in law
Awarded December 13, 2016
candidates For the deGree oF master oF laws
u.s. law & Policy





Riley Denoon Etchissa T.B.G.M. Genesis
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dean
Francis J. Mootz III









teacher oF the year
Lawrence C. Levine
Day Division























Francis J. Mootz III
Mary-Beth Moylan












Jarrod Liang Ping Wong
Kojo Yelpaala
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2016 McGEORGE STUDENT GIVING PROGRAM
The Student Giving Program leaves a lasting legacy at the law school and instills a sense 
of philanthropy among the students. This section is sponsored by the McGeorge Alumni 
Association in appreciation of the generosity of the following members of the Class of 
2016. 
 Jenifer Nicole Gee   Thanks for your support Mom, Dad, James, Grandy, 
Papa, Norm, Stef, Krystle, Kristian, Mr. Ryan, John, 
Natalie, Jack, Roxy, David, Kelli, and Lillie! Love, Jen
 Courtney H. Gamez   Mike and my family (biological, by marriage, and by 
choice): I wouldn’t have made it without you. Class of 
2016: I couldn’t have picked a greater group of people 
to share this journey with. Forever McGeorge Proud.
 Amanda C. Kelly   Thanks to Mom for the brains, Dad for the ambition, 
Ryan for the love, and Oscar Wilde for teaching me I 
can never be overdressed or overeducated.
 Rachel Miller   “The one thing that does not abide by majority rule is 
a person’s conscience.” - Atticus Finch. Thank you to 
my Dad and Chad for their unwavering support and 
guidance.
 Richard Duane Silvestri   My wife, Wendy, has faithfully supported me in life 
and law school. I love you! I am also very grateful 
for the steady support from my three sons: Nathan, 
Andrew, and Jesse!
 
McGeorge School of Law, University of the Pacific | 2016 Commencement
2016 McGEORGE STUDENT GIVING PROGRAM
 Chelsey Ann Smith  “An education is the most important thing in the 
world, next to family. And pie!” - Gilmore Girls
 Kayla L. Thayer  Because Olivia. 
 Emily Angela Wieser    I would like to give a special thank you to my family, 
friends, and boyfriend for all of their love and support 
the past three years. I could not have made it to this 
point without your constant encouragement and I am 
so grateful to have you all by my side.
 Stacey Marie Westerlund    Thank you to all my friends and family, especially my 
Mom and Mike, for your unwavering love, support, 
and encouragement through life’s challenges and 
helping me to reach new heights that I never dreamed 
were possible! I love you a bushel and a peck!
additional student GivinG ProGram ParticiPants
Daniel Griffin
Jamal Malik Vann Hartenstein
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UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC
ProFile oF the PaciFic
University of the Pacific is an independent, coeducational university serving nearly 
6,300 students on three campuses in Stockton, San Francisco and Sacramento. 
It was established by pioneering Methodist ministers in 1851 as California’s first 
chartered institution of higher learning. Pacific has earned widespread recognition 
for its deep commitment to teaching and learning, its history of innovation, and the 
accomplishments of its 60,000 alumni.
As an innovator and leader in higher education, Pacific provided the state with its first 
chartered medical school in 1858 (which later became part of Stanford, and today 
is California Pacific Medical Center); its first coeducational campus in 1871; and its 
first conservatory of music in 1878. It was the nation’s first to offer an undergraduate 
teacher corps program, the first to send an entire class to an overseas campus, the first 
to establish a Spanish-speaking inter-American college, and the first to offer a four-year 
graduation guarantee. With its move from San Jose to Stockton in 1924, Pacific became 
the first private four-year university in the Central Valley. Shortly after occupying the 
new campus, Pacific established one of California’s earliest schools of education. In 1992 
it was renamed the Gladys L. Benerd School of Education in honor of the alumna’s 
endowed gift.
Pacific has enjoyed extraordinary stability in administration. Dr. Pamela A. Eibeck 
began her service in 2009 as the sixth president since the university’s move to Stockton in 
1924 and the 24th since its founding in 1851.
The university experienced its greatest growth and an expansion into graduate and 
professional education under the administration of Dr. Robert Burns (1947–1971). The 
School of Pharmacy opened in 1955. It is now the Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences in honor of the Pacific benefactor and Regent who co-founded the 
former Longs Drugs Stores. In 1956 the graduate school was created, and in 1957 the 
School of Engineering was established. The Department of Computer Science joined the 
school in 2002, and the school was subsequently renamed the School of Engineering and 
Computer Science.
In 1962, the university acquired the College of Physicians and Surgeons, a school of 
dentistry founded in San Francisco in 1896. In 2004, the school was named the Arthur 
A. Dugoni School of Dentistry in honor of its dean of 28 years. It was the first time any 
university in the United States or Canada had named its dental school for the current 
dean.
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Three new cluster colleges were established at Pacific in the 1960s, in the model of 
British universities such as Oxford and Cambridge. These colleges integrated faculty and 
students into distinct living and learning communities. Raymond College, established 
in 1962, was an accelerated, interdisciplinary liberal arts program in which students 
shaped their own courses of study. Elbert Covell College, established in 1963, was a 
unique inter-American college. Half the students were from the U.S. and half from Latin 
America, with classes taught in Spanish. Callison College, established in 1967, focused 
on non-Western studies with a year of study in an Asian culture. 
The cluster colleges were absorbed into the rest of the university in 1982. Their values, 
including a close-knit learning community, accelerated and interdisciplinary programs, 
and self-designed majors, have left a lasting impact on Pacific. Their emphasis on global 
education continued in the School of International Studies, founded in 1987 as the first 
university-based undergraduate school of international studies in California. In 2012, the 
School of International Studies, while retaining its autonomy as a school, became part of 
the College of the Pacific.
In 1966, Pacific broadened its footprint to Sacramento when McGeorge College of 
Law, an independent law school founded in Sacramento in 1924, merged with the 
university as the Pacific McGeorge School of Law. In 1977, the department of business 
administration in College of the Pacific was reorganized as the School of Business and 
Public Administration. In 1995 it was renamed Eberhardt School of Business in honor of 
the Eberhardt family’s endowed gifts. Programs designed specifically for adult re-entry 
students were reorganized and revitalized in 1985 through University College, now the 
Center for Professional and Continuing Education.
Over the last 20 years, Pacific has advanced its legacy of innovation and leadership. 
Under the leadership of President Donald V. DeRosa (1995–2009), the university 
invested more than $200 million in facilities renovation and construction projects on 
all three campuses. Pacific also increased distinctive accelerated programs that enabled 
students to complete undergraduate studies in combination with professional degrees 
in pharmacy, law, dentistry and business. The university intensified its commitment to 
experiential learning, including Pacific undergraduate research, internships, community 
service and education abroad. Pacific also launched the Brubeck Institute, dedicated to 
building on the legacy of Dave Brubeck ’42, and the Powell Scholars Program, a premier 
scholarship program for undergraduate student leaders.
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Under the stewardship of Pacific’s current president, Pamela A. Eibeck, Pacific is 
expanding its presence in Sacramento and San Francisco and implementing a bold new 
strategic vision, Pacific 2020. This vision capitalizes on Pacific’s highly regarded academic 
programs, formative student-teacher relationships and multiple locations to position 
University of the Pacific to become the best teaching-focused university in California 
— the first choice for talented students who want excellent programs, close working 
relationships with faculty, a challenging but supportive learning environment, and an 
exciting future after graduation. 
In 2013, the university received a transformational gift of $125 million from the estate 
of the late Regents Robert and Jeannette Powell. The Powells were ardent champions 
of the university’s educational mission, and great advocates for access and excellence. 
In accordance with their wishes, their gift has been endowed and earmarked largely 
for scholarships and academic programs. A large portion of the gift is being used to 
encourage others to make endowment gifts through the Powell Match Program. Our 
donors’ generosity and passion for Pacific will mean that generations of students will be 
able to achieve a superior education.
Pacific is leveraging its presence in three of Northern California’s most prominent cities. 
In July 2014, the university opened a stunning new campus in San Francisco at 155 
Fifth Street. The campus provides the requisite space and facilities for the Arthur A. 
Dugoni School of Dentistry to continue defining the frontiers of dental education. It 
also expands Pacific’s educational footprint and visibility in San Francisco in the health, 
technology and arts and culture sectors. New academic programs in analytics, audiology, 
music therapy and food studies began in fall 2015, and additional new programs will 
be added in the coming years. Pacific’s Sacramento Campus is also expanding, offering 
exciting academic programs at the intersection of law, policy, business, education and 
health. Anchored by the McGeorge School of Law, the campus is adding graduate 
academic programs keyed to the needs of a metropolitan region, charting a bold future. 
A Master of Science in Law degree is now available through the McGeorge School of 
Law. New graduate programs in business and education launched in 2015 and new 
graduate programs in public policy and public administration, physician assistant studies 
and analytics will begin in 2016 and 2017. 
President Eibeck has made community engagement a priority for the university. In 2010, 
Pacific launched the “Beyond Our Gates…Into the Community” initiative in order to 
forge community partnerships that improve lives in our region. As part of Beyond Our 
Gates, some 50 community partners have united in an effort to improve early literacy. 
UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC
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The Beyond Our Gates Reading by Third campaign recently received a grant from The 
James Irvine Foundation to strengthen early literacy programs in the San Joaquin Valley, 
while the Beyond Our Gates Community Council, an advisory board comprising local 
leaders, has garnered national attention. Through the work of the council, San Joaquin 
County has been designated a Community Pacesetter in the area of early literacy by 
the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading. San Joaquin County has also been named a 
GradNation Community by the America’s Promise Alliance in recognition of efforts to 
increase high school graduation rates. 
Pacific’s schools and programs also serve the community in important ways through 
health and dental clinics, legal clinics and community service. In the 2014–15 academic 
year, the Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry provided $10 million in uncompensated 
dental care to patients; students at the Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences volunteered an estimated 30,000 hours to provide health-related services to the 
community; the McGeorge School of Law legal clinics provided free services to hundreds 
of clients; and student volunteers on the Stockton Campus gave more than 7,600 hours 
of community service. 
On July 1, 2013, University of the Pacific rejoined the West Coast Conference. A 
founding member of the conference, Pacific shares its sister institutions’ long tradition 
in intercollegiate athletics and their dedication to high-quality academics and athletic 
success.
Pacific continues to enjoy national recognition for its leadership in higher education, 
consistently ranked among the best national universities and as a “Best Value” by U.S. 
News & World Report and Princeton Review. U.S. News also ranks Pacific very high 
(No.15) for ethnic diversity. The Economist and The Brookings Institution have ranked 
Pacific the No. 3 best value college or university in California. It is among the top 10 
schools in the nation whose graduates exceed expected earnings, according to an analysis 
by the Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce. 
The university remains deeply committed to its personal, student-centered approach. 
Faculty and staff are dedicated to excellence in teaching. Close faculty mentoring, a rich 
blend of liberal arts and professional education, and a broad array of experiential learning 
activities that prepare students for lasting achievement are hallmarks of the Pacific 
experience.
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 university oF the PaciFic mcGeorGe school oF law
92 years ago, McGeorge School of Law began as a one-room night school in downtown 
Sacramento in 1924 when it was founded as the Sacramento College of Law. Verne 
Adrian McGeorge was the founding dean and professor of law. In 1929, the Board of 
Trustees renamed the school McGeorge College of Law in honor of its founder.
Succeeding McGeorge, Russell Harris was dean from 1930-1933. Gilford Rowland was 
dean from 1933-1937. Lawrence Dorety was dean from 1937 until the school closed 
during WWII. The school reopened in 1946 under Dean John Swan.  In 1957 Gordon 
D. Schaber became dean of McGeorge College of Law. That same year the law school 
moved to its permanent home in a vacant well-baby clinic at the corner of 33rd Street 
and Fifth Avenue in the Oak Park neighborhood.
The school won full accreditation from the State Bar of California in 1964. McGeorge 
affiliated with the University of the Pacific in 1966 and began offering day classes the 
following year. The merger with Pacific paved the way for ABA accreditation (1968) and 
an explosive growth in enrollment the following decade. 
McGeorge’s 13-acre campus is a 26-building complex that includes 14 classrooms, a 
courtroom, student center, student apartments, community legal services offices, and the 
lecture hall. The McGeorge Legal Studies Center opened in 2011 and houses the Gordon 
D. Schaber Law Library. 
A leader in the study of international law, McGeorge established a presence in Europe 
in 1974. Anthony M. Kennedy, an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States and adjunct professor of constitutional law at McGeorge since 1965, teaches each 
summer at the school’s International Legal Studies Program in Salzburg, Austria.
Dean Gerald Caplan succeeded Schaber in 1991. In 2002, Dean Elizabeth Rindskopf 
Parker became the eighth dean of Pacific McGeorge. In 2012, Francis J. Mootz III, 
formerly of UNLV’s William Boyd School of Law, became the ninth dean of Pacific 
McGeorge. The McGeorge faculty includes 48 full-time faculty and 68 adjuncts 
recognized nationally and internationally in their fields.
UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC
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the order oF the coiF
The Order of the Coif is a national society for law students that recognizes academic 
excellence and promotes legal scholarship. Award of the chapter of The Order of the 
Coif signifies that the school of law maintains scholarship and academic standards of 
particularly high quality. The McGeorge Chapter was chartered in 1982. Chapters have 
been awarded to 80 of the 198 law schools accredited by the American Bar Association. 
Candidates for the Juris Doctor Degree who have been elected to membership are 
designated by the “[coif]” symbol.
historical siGniFicance oF the mace
Originally a weapon of offence used in medieval warfare by a king or a noble, the 
mace has been refined to a symbolic device used on ceremonial occasions. The mace, 
as an academic symbol, dates back to 16th century England when Queen Elizabeth I 
presented a replica of her own royal mace to the corporation of the University of Oxford. 
She ordered that it be used in all ceremonies to represent the royal presence and the 
authority given to the university to grant degrees under the royal insignia. King Charles I 
made a similar gift to Cambridge University in 1625.
Robert E. Burns, Pacific president from 1946-1971, asked Stuart Devlin, an 
internationally-known London silver designer, to create University of the Pacific’s 
mace. It was commissioned in recognition of the University’s transition from a college 
to a university and was first used at a Founders Day ceremony on March 6, 1966. 
Constructed entirely of silver with a gold plated seal of the University in its head, the 
mace weighs 15 pounds and is approximately four feet long. It was a gift from Mrs. 
Winifred Olson Raney, a regent of the University. The mace is displayed at all official 
University functions, including Commencement and Convocation. It is traditionally 
carried by the chair of the Academic Council to symbolize the role of the faculty in 
university governance.
UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC
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siGniFicance oF academic reGalia
Distinctive academic dress can be traced back to the universities of the Middle Ages 
when students and faculty wore robes of the clergy. Today three ranks of degrees are 
distinguished through variations in the robes, which also indicate the discipline and the 
university that awarded the degree.
In the United States, gowns generally are black, although a few universities have adopted 
other colors for their doctoral gowns. The field of learning in which the degree is awarded 
is shown by the color of the edging of the hood, and in some cases by the color of the 
facing and crossbars on the doctoral gown. Some of the more frequently seen colors are: 
white (Arts and Letters), pink (Music), dark blue (Philosophy), light blue (Education), 
scarlet (Theology), golden yellow (Science), lilac (Dentistry), olive green (Pharmacy), and 
purple (Law). The colors of the lining of the hood are those of the institution awarding 
the degree. For example, University of the Pacific is burnt orange and black. An olive 
green tassel is often worn on the cap to signify the field of Pharmacy, although generally 
bachelor’s and master’s tassels are black. Doctoral tassels generally are gold. The left side 
of the mortarboard is the proper side to wear the tassel after graduation. An individual’s 
degree is revealed by the type of gown and width of the edging on the hood.
For graduates or candidates for the Juris Doctor Degree who are elected to The Order of 
the Coif, as part of their academic regalia, the traditional white coif is attached to their 
mortarboard.
siGniFicance oF cords
Gold & Purple… Day & Evening Valedictorians
Solid Orange & Black… Honors & Awards Committee Award Recipients
Entwined Black & Orange … Members of the University of the Pacific Law Review
Entwined Red, White & Blue… Veterans
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